inking big °
to take on the world

nsulting on a
ler d

e A
counting applications,
ded to build his own application

ixe all good innovators, Malooim
Grarviie, WD of Web Accourting
Sclutions, was inspired by tha
nesds of real world  when

itecti the

accounting sute, which he says fa ready

aftar thres years in development, including

a year of beta testing,

“Knewing the nesds of business and the
pitfalls of most of e accounting on the
market, | et oul 1o design a solution that
wae oo, fast, feiole and affordable,
with minimal hardware requirements,” says
Granvile

Assuming the air of & software crusades,
Granville says he was daterminad 10 devel-
op an application that did not have the frus-
trations, Bmitations and hidden pitfalls e
came acrose during his experience in the
Industry, “The bata phase has alss besn &
very hande-on exerciss with valuable input
coming from our beta sites.” adds Granville.

*When srchitecting Acchknowledge, | was
consciously ‘thinking big', because | felt it
was impaortant for the resultant appécation
1o be ready for the internationsl armna from
the very stert without having to bolt on
functicnality or regional customisations
later,” he says.

The resultant application make provision
for unlimited transactions, users, and finan-
eisl years, user aCtivity monitering, full audit
trails, custom flelds, and customisable
financial reports that can be emalled or
exported a3 well 85 providing suppert for
multiple languages and currencies,

BABEL SOFTWARE
“By maintaining the Individual rate of
exchange for each international transaction
and the local cumency equivalent anables
nveices to be issued in formign curmencies
and ensures the trial balance and financlal
staterments at year-end will comespond,”
says Gramille.

Although he concedes tha gntry of
exchanges rates is still 8 manual process,
Granville says sulomatic updating of
exchange rates via the Internet is planned,

*We believe the multi-currency funstion-
aiity in the applicalion is unique, because in
most accounting systems the new
exchange rate i refiected in reports of his-




torical data " clarifies Grarille.

Further anhancing the appication's inter-
natiorial usability i s linguistic support for
English. Afrikaans, Zulu, ¥hosa, French and
Portuguasa

SOLID DATABASE FOUNDATION
In line with his declared goais, Granville
chose the Caché post-relational database
from InterSystems for its speed, scalabiity,
data infegrity. relatively low hardware
requirements and “live” backup capabiity,

On & technical note, Granville explains
that the Accknowladge application conswsts
of DHTML, JavaScript and XML data pack-
ats, which In turn interfaces with the Caché
database v its CEP server-side scripting
technology.

ate firewall along with al financial data, so
it can be accessed internally on an
intraned, but can also be accesssd from
outside the company via the Internat from
anywhers In the world by business own-
Brs, accountants or awditers, using nothing
but & Web browsen” explains Granvill.
Although able to run on both the
Winciows and Linux operating systems for
the server, Accknowledge cumently sup-
ports only Microsoft's Internet Explorer
verslon 5.5 or higher browsers, However,
Granville s guick to point out that wider
browssr support i already in development.
“Accknowledge  wil fit naturally into
services-orianted architecture, meaning it
can be delivered as 8 Web-service very
easily,” adds Adams.
uses a thin chent moded,

Henry Adams, eountry
mmanager, says: “As a new apphcation built
on Caché, Accsnowladge was able 1o lever-
age off Intersystemns’ knowledge of best
practices and support in terms of the part-
narship model that supports our

which is aimed at delivering faster access
and & single instaliation on a company
server to Save the depleyment and mainte-
nance costs usually associated with

that business i about technalogy.”
Flaxibility and accessibility were high on
Granvile's st of design req.dramems pre-

C |
Granville says the applicabon has been

designed to meet the growth possibilities
and financial constraints of small and

sented to Caps Town-b
Intrepid Sclutions, Te meet these mqun—
menis, the five-member deveiopment team
buit Accknowledge o be browser-based
and Web-centrio, using Intrepid’s Portico
Wb application devalopment tool,

ACCESS CONTROL
For Grarwilie, 1ha choice of Partico was also
an important one, "Not any doss Portico
offer & rich toalbox for creating Interactive
data-centric DHTML pages and enable the
e of Web lechnologies such 83 CSP, PHP,
JSP and their associated databases, but
Portico's integrated development smwiron-
ment requires no additional browsar exten-
skxis or Javd applets (o be instaled.”

This i mpoﬂant because it enables the

medium [SMEs) as well as pro-
vide a comprahensive accounting softwane
package.

“The price of Accknowledgs is clase to
simitar SME accounting soiutions, but also
inciudes the database, Web accessibility
and other features usually found only in
more expansive enterprias class applica-
tions, phs the unique features aiready
mentioned,” he says with & emila, &

ACCKNOWLEDGE ADVA

GES

layer (S5L)
prelocols to pﬂ:mde sacurity between the
Wab sarver ang he browser, explaing
Grarville.

MAXIMISING MOBILITY
“Accknowledge f designod to reside on &
single company server behind an appropri-

yies

TION, LOGATION
munwmmlwlmmarm-lm
Rehinology investiment portiolias will deliver superi-
o reums fram 2010 o 2020, says the Bariner
Fesearch Group, Emerging technokagies will nte-
orale location aweweness iilp every connecied
@evica in the next five 10 10 years, Says a report
from the research Qroup, And sensor network tech-
rcingies wil dramatically Increass tha numbar of
connacted devicss. IT managars wil b likely tn
tac2 fhe problom of managing kocation data for
Every assed they trach. Thercfore, new IT projocts
P bo accommodate lottion-related information.

Sony plans {0 cigitise 500 movies tn make them
availatle in 2006 Tor mobie devices including
[mhanes, portabie méda cantres and the Sany PSP
game congale, The move i peen by mary ag an
afempt to cash in on movies in the same way that
Apple did with s Tunes onbne music store

WMHSM Mﬂm using Wilax
wirniess Sechnology could be roiles out by the end
of 2006, This b5 wheen it Wil oral its. nnw
“ngsdala” chip Oesignad 1o anable O@vices I
TECEE Wikt Si0nals Unlke WiFL Wikl B
‘designid o cover muEh karger physical amas, such
A5 cifies or nonl seffiements. imiel saye Wiklas
technalogy could have B big impact an mabile
Intumat wse and Infermat-Desed talapnony becausy
1t has the potantial to dekver always-on, ahways-
actessibie broadiend netenos acrss 8 wide ard.
it says it s working With equipmant manutac-

| tumess 1o Pl rduCE TR Orice of WIMAY Bquipment

I promote adaption. O




